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Comparison of Physician Education Between

Doctors of Podiatric Medicine (DPM), Doctors of Medicine

(MD), and Doctors of Osteopathic Medicine (DO)

Podiatric physicians and surgeons receive basic and clinical science education and training comparable to that of allopathic
and osteopathic physicians: four years of undergraduate education focusing on life sciences, four years of graduate study
in an accredited podiatric medical colleges, and at least three years of postgraduate, hospital-based residency training.

The following chart is an overview of typical curriculum
taught in medical school for each physician type.*
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*Variations in curriculum including course titles, sequence, and course offerings may occur between educational institutions



Comparison of Podiatric Medicine and Surgery
and Orthopedic Surgery Residencies™

The education, training, and experience doctors of podiatric medicine receive in the care and treatment of the lower

extremity is more sophisticated and specialized than that of broadly trained medical or surgical specialists. During
residency, podiatric medical and surgical residents treat a variety of cases ranging in sub-specialties such as trauma,
pediatrics, dermatology and more.

While both podiatric and orthopedic residents receive a broad body systems overview in their
education and training, podiatric residents receive far more specialized training focused on the
foot and ankle. Following residency, podiatric physicians and surgeons and orthopedic surgeons
may further their training through specialized fellowship programs.
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**Variations including rotations may occur between residency programs

To learn more about the specialized training podiatric physician
and surgeons receive, please contact advocacy@apma.org.



